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FIRST DAY ROSH HASHANAH
Rabbi Joseph Radinsky

Today is Shabbat and we do not blow the shofar. We would have had to blow
the shofar in a very particular order. We know that we blow the shofar 100 times
on this holiday: 30 times right after the Torah reading; another 30 times in our
shul during the silent Shemoneh Esreh; another 30 times during the repetition of
the Shmoneh Esreh; and then another 10 times at the end of the service. The
shofar has to be bigger than a man’s hand, but it cannot be adorned with gold.
You cannot put a mouthpiece on the shofar. The shofar has many rules. For
example, you cannot hear an echo of the shofar. You have to hear the shofar
itself. The question could be asked, why do we need all these rules in order to
blow the shofar? Isn't the shofar supposed to be a cry from the heart? Isn'ta
cry from the heart supposed to be spontanecus? Why do we need all these
rules for the shofar?

Judaism throughout the generations has been accused of being a legalistic
refigion. This has been a very unfair criticism. The reason Judaism has been
accused of being a legalistic religion is because people think that feelings create
forms, but not the reverse. Judaism does not believe that feelings create forms.
Feelings, most of the time, are amorphous, and feelings vary from day to day
and week to week and minute to minute. What really allows us to feel things is
form. For example, we put on a tuxedo and get ready to go to a concert. We
feel different. We know that if we want to have some romance, we put the lights
down low and put on music and serve a nice meal with candletight. We know
that all these things elicits in us certain feelings. It is the form which induces
feelings. It is the same things when we are about to purchase a car, house, etc.
We have to go through certain forms before they reaily become ours. The
minute they become ours, then we have the feeling. There is a big difference
between wanting to have feelings and the feelings per se.

All of us think that we are unique and special and, therefore, our feelings are
only unique to us. We know that this is not so. We know that everybody has
feelings. We know that people are not really unique and special except for
certain non-essential qualities. We all know that from medicine. !f a person
goes to a doctor and has certain symptoms, then in 99.8% of the cases, he has
the same disease that anybody else has that has these symptoms. All our
bodies work the same way.

That, of course, is what Rosh Hashanah is teaching us. It is teaching that
feelings are very amorphous. Feelings have to be captured and put into a form,
and then they can be used and be a blessing in our lives. We all know that the
most important thing in life is mortality. We know that feelings themselves, must
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be subjected to morality. Even before we speak about the love of G-d, we have
to speak about our willingness to live a moral and decent life. Therefore, when
we say the Shma, we say, “Hear, O Israel, the Lord our G-d, the Lord is one.”
That means that we accept upon ourselves morality. It is onfy when a person is
willing to be moral that love has any meaning at all.

That is one of the reasons, too, why the Tekiah must come before the Shvorim
and the Teruah. The Tekiah is a sign of morality, a sign of standards, and
Shvorim and Teruah are a sign of our feelings; our feelings which exist outside of
morality and can lead to great aberrations. We must first agree that G-d never
will ask us to do anything that is immoral. That is the whole purpose of the story
of the Akedah when Abraham misinterpreted G-d's command. Notice, it said
that an angel, a maloch, of G-d appeared to Abraham and told him to withhold
his hand. Some people explain that the word maloch means the Torah itseif.
We first must have morality, we must have correct form and respect, and then
love and other feelings can come into play. Love is nothing unless you first have
morality; unless you first have the proper forms in which they can be encased.
We learn that first we have to have the Tekiah and only then can we have the
Shvorim and the Teruah. Oniy then can we have the feelings.

That's why, too, gold cannot be used on a shofar. Gold is different from other
metals or wood. Wood would rot. Other metals disintegrate or rust, but goid
lasts forever. That is one of the reasons why it is considered a precious metal.
Gold does not live in a state of flux. Our feelings, however, are constantly in a
state of flux. They have to be encased in morality, otherwise they will get out of
hand and destroy us.

| am reminded of the story they tell about a man who was walking down a dark
aisle in a theater. He taps a lady on the shoulder who was sitting in the first seat
and said, "Maam, are you the lady whose toes | just stepped on a few minutes
ago?" The woman looked at him and said, "Yes, you sure were.” Then he
turned to his wife and said, "Honey, | found the right seats. This is the right row.”

Itis not by chance that Judaism has survived. We know how to create the
correct feelings. We know how the Shabbos atmosphere helps create good
family relationships. We know that keeping kosher causes a person to learn how
to curb his appetites so that he is not so much subjected to drugs and alcohol.
We know that we can overcome many different types of problems if we have the
correct atmosphere. We know that great feelings of joy and happiness can be
engendered in us by a wedding because we have the correct form. We also
have to remember that we have to strive to always be better and better, and that
is why the shofar has to be more than the grasp of a man's hand.

The shofar is blown in one side and the sound comes out in the other. Feelings
come to us when we observe the correct form. Let us remember that just as in
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order to be healthy we have to do certain things first, that to be spiritual, we also
have to do certain things first. To have the correct feelings, we have to keep a
Jewish home, we have to practice morality, we have to do those things which our
traditions demand of us. Feelings will product erratic behavior unless they are
encased in a correct form. Let us all hope and pray that all of us will realize this
so we will all have a good year and healthy year. Amen.




